


SUPPORT: Vow More Than Fver

Los ngele County Sheriff’s Department tactical medics are full-time deputies with the

Special Enforcement Bureau (SWAT). They attend LA city’s six-month-long paramedic
course to qualify. They are also part of the mountain and underwater rescue teams.

the tape, without adequate tactical knowl-
edge they could potentially place them-
selves or others at risk through ignorance
of tactical procedures. The litigation pos-
sibilities are endless.

The Columbine H.S. Shooting
Columbine was typical of these events.
We saw hundreds of police units arriving
along with the EMS vehicles and then the
EMS teams setting up different triage
areas at different locations almost imme-
diately. There have been occasions when
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this type of deployment has taken hours,
although this was not the case at in Little-
ton, Colo., according to senior sheriff’s
department officials there.

The numerous tactical teams that re-
sponded to the high school shooting had
many problems they had to overcome,
including communication among de-
ployed officers from several different
agencies on the scene.

No one could argue that the scene must
have been near pandemonium and yet
medic units managed to transport 25 in-
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Jjured people in the first three hours. But it
was still almost six hours from the time
the first EMS vehicle arrived until the high
school was “cleared” by the police.

One trauma surgeon, interviewed on
one of the late-night talk shows that
evening, expressed his frustration. He
described how the first three injured stu-
dents had been triaged, stabilized and
transported from the scene. But follow-
ing those initial transports, at times trau-
ma teams at seven different hospitals had
little to do but wait. Meanwhile, the en-
tire country watched as SWAT personnel
and dozens of other officers attempted
to gain control of the scene.

It is not for us to criticize the police or
EMS units that responded to the
Columbine H.S. nightmare. No amount
of training can totally prepare a commu-
nity for the actions of two killers bent on
mass murder and suicide. But many
lessons can be learned from that day
which may help other communities pre-
pare for other events. We do know that
at least one victim slowly bled to death
while the teams were doing their slow
search.

No one can know if his life might have
been saved if the teams had been able to
access him sooner. It certainly would
have increased the risk of the entry teams
since it was not known initially — and
for some time — how many suspects
there were or that (as it turned out) the
two gunmen had committed suicide.

The one thing we do know is that if
the teams had a TEMS medic with them
they could have at least treated their own
wounded and possibly have intervened
earlier on other victims.

I am not aware if the units at Columbine
did or did not have TEMS personnel at-
tached to their entry teams or even if the
presence of these personnel could have
saved a single student. Regardless,
Columbine should be a wake-up call for
the civilian EMS system and for the
SWAT and SERT teams around the coun-
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try in particular. Succinctly, a tactical
emergency medicine trained medic must
be part of every tactical team and there
must be funds made available to provide
training and equipment for this essential
service. It is no longer a “luxury” item.

Jefferson County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment officials defend the pace of their
agency’s SWAT team search that April
day, saying that to cover a school of
Columbine’s size properly would have
required 50-100 SWAT officers to “go
in quickly.

“But we’re not sending our people in
to get injured or killed,” a sheriff’s cap-
tain told POLICE, reiterating that another
critical factor for officers was the lack of

knowledge about the number of suspects
and their weapons.

But such an approach may be less ac-
ceptable for other municipalities in the
face of another Columbine in their com-
munities. Each situation is different, of
course.

However, there is already increasing
pressure being broughit to bear for teams
tovproceed with asmore rapid interven-
tion. Altheugh this may save the lives of
some, it will invariably place the lives of
the entry team, the hostages, and the sus-
pects at increased risk. The bottom line
is: If you are going to have a SWAT
team, you had better be ready to treat the
wounded on site.

Realistic Training for TEMS Providers

Training for any tactical team in-
volves time and money, but it does de-
crease agency liability and increases the
skills and knowledge levels of team
members. Cost-effective TEMS train-
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ing is available and should be afforded
to all medical personnel including pre-
hospital care providers and physicians
assigned to the tactical team.

TEMS training allows the medical
support component to fully understand
all aspects of law enforcement tactical
operations and the roles and responsi-
bilities of each team member. One of
the fundamentals of a tactical team is
the ability to anticipate and plan for
adverse outcomes and deal with the
problem accordingly. Medical person-
nel operating in the tactical environ-
ment must also develop this skill. To
develop this skill, comprehensive
TEMS training is imperative.

For the past four years, The Inter-
national Training Division of Heckler
& Koch, Inc. in Sterling, Va., has been
providing high quality training for
TEMS providers. The Specialized

Training exercises through the
International Training Division
of Heckler& Koch, Inc. offer
high-quality scenarios for Tac-
tical Emergency Medical Sup-
port providers. Here, two offi-
cers begin to engage medical
attention while a third covers
them. A training supervisor
stands to the rear for observa-
tion and instruction.
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Tactical Medical Training Program is
dedicated to one fundamental goal,
and that is officer survival.

The objective of this program is to
teach EMT’s, paramedics and physi-
cians the fundamentals of tactical op-
erations in conjunction with the inte-
gration and application of emergency
medical services. With this body of
knowledge and skills, graduates are
able to effectively integrate with a tac-
tical team as a tactically safe medical
provider. What you learn during this
training program could save your life
or the lives of others.

— Dr. Lawrence E. Heiskell, MD,
POLICE Advisory Board
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